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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16 Febuart 2000 . 
2a)0 This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-43 is/are pending in the application. 
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6) ^3 Claim(s) 1-43 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

1 1) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patent ability shall not 
be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 1-43, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Duhon (US Patent No (6,311,169) in view of Masuda (US Patent No (5,883,452). 

As per claim 1-2, Duhon disclose receiving credit history data for a creditor. 
(Note abstract and column 2 lines 30-60 and column 6 lines 15-50). Duhon also 
disclose summing total monthly credit card debt for all credit cards issued to the creditor 
for a one month period, wherein the total monthly credit card debt is summed for each 
of a predetermined number of months; summing total monthly new credit card debt for 
all new credit cards issued to the creditor for a one month period, wherein the total 
monthly new credit card, debt is summed for each of the predetermined number of 
months. (See column 9 lines 5-15 and column 15 line 20 and column 16 lines 20-25). 
Duhon also disclose calculating a monthly percentage of new credit card debt to total 
credit card debt for a one month period, wherein the monthly percentage of new credit 
card debt to total credit card debt is calculated for each of the predetermined number of 
months (See column 6 lines 55-65). Duhon also disclose calculating an average 
percentage of new credit card debt to total credit card debt over the predetermined 
number of months comparing the average percentage of new credit card debt to total 
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credit card debt to a preset cutoff average percentage of new credit card debt to total 
credit card debt; and issuing a credit card to the creditor based on the comparison of the 
average new credit card debt to total credit card debt to a preset cutoff average 
percentage of new credit card debt to total credit card debt.(See column 2 line 40 and 
column 6 line 65 and column 7 lines 5-15 and column 8 lines 30-65 and column 9 lines 
5-30 and column 16 lines 15-20). Duhon does not explicitly teach the issuance of credit 
card. However Masuda disclose a plurality of cards with storage means which can be 
issued are stocked in the retail store which has the first system, each card has each first 
identification information of the card recorded in the storage means, when asked by a 
customer to buy goods with credit, the retail store assigns a certain card to the 
customer, and makes a contact with the second system which has information of and 
controls over purchases of goods by the said customer with credit, then inquire the 
credibility of the said customer, the second system investigates the credibility 
information of the customer, if the buying of the goods with credit is allowed, the second 
system transmits second identification information derived from the first identification 
information to the first system and in response to the transmitted second identification 
information, the means for deriving second identification information in the first system 
derives information corresponding to the transmitted information, and the comparing 
means compares the derived information with the transmitted second identification 
information, if the compared second identification information agrees with each other, 
then the reading/writing means writes information indicating that the card can be issued 
on the card, allowing the card to be issued, if the compared identification information 
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does not agree with each other, then information representing that the compared 
identification information does not agree with each other is indicated or displayed, and 
the issuance of the card is rejected. (See column 4 lines 45-65). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
teachings of Duhon to include Masuda in order analyze credit cards accounts with 
various status and calculate the balance and calculating the different balances over a 
period of months, the benefit would have been to identify teaser surfers with time series 
credit history. 

As per claim 3, Duhon does not explicitly teach wherein a new credit card is a 
credit card having been issued to the creditor for less than six months. However 
Masuda disclose a credit card system, wherein the card has recorded thereon an 
issuance expiration date, wherein the card reader is configured to read the issuance 
expiration date, and wherein the processor is configured to compare the issuance 
expiration date with a date on which the card is issued. (See column 8 line 15). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify the teachings of Duhon to include Masuda in order to calculate whether a new 
credit card is a credit card having been issued to the creditor for less than six months. 
The benefit would have been to determine the length of time the card was issued. 

As per claim 4, Duhon does not explicitly teach wherein a new credit card is a 
credit card having been issued to the creditor for a period of time less than a preset 
time period for low interest teaser interest rates. However Masuda disclose a credit 
card system, wherein the card has recorded thereon an issuance expiration date, 
wherein the card reader is configured to read the issuance expiration date, and wherein 
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the processor is configured to compare the issuance expiration date with a date on 
which the card is issued. (See column 8 line 15). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of 
Duhon to include Masuda in order to calculate whether a new credit card is a credit 
card having been issued to the creditor for a period of time less than a preset time 
period for low interest teaser interest rates. The benefit would have been to determine 
the length of time the card was issued. 

As per claim 5, Duhon does not explicitly teach wherein a relatively new credit 
card is a credit card having been issued to the creditor for less than twelve months. 
However Masuda disclose a credit card system, wherein the card has recorded 
thereon an issuance expiration date, wherein the card reader is configured to read the 
issuance expiration date, and wherein the processor is configured to compare the 
issuance expiration date with a date on which the card is issued. (See column 8 line 
1 5). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Duhon to include Masuda in order to 
calculate whether a relatively new credit card is a credit card having been issued to 
the creditor for less than twelve months. The benefit would have been to determine 
the length of time the card was issued. 

As per claim 6, Duhon does not explicitly teach wherein a relatively new credit 
card is a credit card having been issued to the creditor for a period of time less than 
two preset time periods for low interest teaser interest rates. However Masuda 
disclose a credit card system, wherein the card has recorded thereon an issuance 
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expiration date, wherein the card reader is configured to read the issuance expiration 
date, and wherein the processor is configured to compare the issuance expiration date 
with a date on which the card is issued. (See column 8 line 15). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the teachings of Duhon to include Masuda in order to calculate whether a relatively new 
credit card is a credit card having been issued to the creditor for a period of time less 
than two preset time periods for low interest teaser interest rates. The benefit would 
have been to determine the length of time the card was issued. 

As per claim 7, Duhon disclose wherein predetermined number of months is 
twelve months. (See column 15 line 45 and column 16 lines 15-20). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that 
the teachings of Duhon modified to include Madsuda when applied could have perform 
these functions in order to calculate the predetermined number of months. The benefit 
would have been to determine the number of months pertains to credit history. 

As per claim 8, Duhon disclose wherein predetermined number of months is 
twelve months. (See column 15 line 45 and column 16 lines 15-20). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that 
the teachings of Duhon modified to include Masuda when applied could have perform 
these in order to calculate the predetermined number of months. The benefit would 
have been to determine the number of months as it pertains to credit history. 

As per claim 9-10, Duhon disclose wherein the preset cutoff average percentage 
of new credit card debt to total credit card debt is sixty-five percent. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that 
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comparing credit card debt is sixty five percent or eighty five percent. (See column 2 line 
40 and column 6 line 65 and column 7 lines 5-15 and column 8 lines 30-65 and column 
9 lines 5-30 and column 16 lines 15-20). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made that the teachings of Duhon and 
Masuda can be applied in order to determine the average percentage of new credit card 
debt to total credit card debt. The benefit would have been for a credit card issuer to 
have these information available in order to determine the issuance of credit cards. 

As per claim 11-12, Duhon disclose receiving credit history data for a creditor. 
(Note abstract and column 2 lines 30-60 and column 6 lines 15-50). Duhon also 
disclose summing total monthly credit card debt for all credit cards issued to the creditor 
for a one month period, wherein the total monthly credit card debt is summed for each 
of a predetermined number of months; summing total monthly new credit card debt for 
all new credit cards issued to the creditor for a one month period, wherein the total 
monthly new credit card, debt is summed for each of the predetermined number of 
months. (See column 9 lines 5-15 and column 15 line 20 and column 16 lines 20-25). 
Duhon also disclose calculating a monthly percentage of new credit card debt to total 
credit card debt for a one month period, wherein the monthly percentage of new credit 
card debt to total credit card debt is calculated for each of the predetermined number of 
months (See column 6 lines 55-65). Duhon also disclose calculating an average 
percentage of new credit card debt to total credit card debt over the predetermined 
number of months comparing the average percentage of new credit card debt to total 
credit card debt to a preset cutoff average percentage of new credit card debt to total 
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credit card debt; and issuing a credit card to the creditor based on the comparison of the 
average new credit card debt to total credit card debt to a preset cutoff average 
percentage of new credit card debt to total credit card debt.(See column 2 line 40 and 
column 6 line 65 and column 7 lines 5-15 and column 8 lines 30-65 and column 9 lines 
5-30 and column 16 lines 15-20). Duhon does not explicitly teach the issuance of credit 
card. However Masuda disclose a plurality of cards with storage means which can be 
issued are stocked in the retail store which has the first system, each card has each first 
identification information of the card recorded in the storage means, when asked by a 
customer to buy goods with credit, the retail store assigns a certain card to the 
customer, and makes a contact with the second system which has information of and 
controls over purchases of goods by the said customer with credit, then inquire the 
credibility of the said customer, the second system investigates the credibility 
information of the customer, if the buying of the goods with credit is allowed, the second 
system transmits second identification information derived from the first identification 
information to the first system and in response to the transmitted second identification 
information, the means for deriving second identification information in the first system 
derives information corresponding to the transmitted information, and the comparing 
means compares the derived information with the transmitted second identification 
information, if the compared second identification information agrees with each other, 
then the reading/writing means writes information indicating that the card can be issued 
on the card, allowing the card to be issued, if the compared identification information 
does not agree with each other, then information representing that the compared 
identification information does not agree with each other is indicated or displayed, and 
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the issuance of the card is rejected. (See column 4 lines 45-65). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
teachings of Duhon to include Masuda in order analyze credit cards accounts with 
various status and calculate the balance and calculating the different balances over a 
period of months. The benefit would have been to identify teaser surfers with time series 
credit history. 

As per claim 13, Duhon does not explicitly teach wherein a relatively new credit 
card is a credit card having been issued to the creditor for less than twelve months and 
a credit card having been issued to the creditor for a period of time less than two preset 
time periods for low interest teaser interest rates. However Masuda disclose a credit 
card system, wherein the card has recorded thereon an issuance expiration date, 
wherein the card reader is configured to read the issuance expiration date, and wherein 
the processor is configured to compare the issuance expiration date with a date on 
which the card is issued. (See column 8 line 15). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of 
Duhon to include Masuda in order to calculate whether a relatively new credit card is a 
credit card having been issued to the creditor for a period of time less than two preset 
time periods for low interest teaser interest rates and in order to calculate whether a 
relatively new credit card is a credit card having been issued to the creditor for less than 
twelve months. The benefit would have been to determine the length of time the card 
was issued. 

As per claim 14, Duhon does not explicitly teach wherein a new credit card is on of 
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a credit card having been issued to the creditor for less than six months and a credit 
card having been issued to the creditor for a period of time less than a preset time 
period for low interest teaser interest rates. However Masuda disclose a credit card 
system, wherein the card has recorded thereon an issuance expiration date, wherein 
the card reader is configured to read the issuance expiration date, and wherein the 
processor is configured to compare the issuance expiration date with a date on which 
the card is issued. (See column 8 line 15). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of 
Duhon to include Masuda in order to calculate whether a new credit card is a credit 
card having been issued to the creditor for less than six months or calculate whether a 
new credit card is a credit card having been issued to the creditor for a period of time 
less than a preset time period for low interest teaser interest rates. The benefit would 
have been to determine the length of time the card was issued. 

As per claim 15, Dunhon disclose, wherein predetermined number of months is 
one of twelve months and twenty-four months. (See column 15 line 45 and column 16 
lines 15-20). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made that the teachings of Duhon and Masuda when applied could 
have perform these calculation in order to determine the predetermined number of 
months. The benefit would have been to determine the number of months as it 
pertains to credit history. 

As per claim 16, Duhon disclose wherein the preset cutoff average percentage of 
new credit card debt to total credit card debt is sixty-five percent. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that 
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comparing credit card debt is sixty five percent or eighty five percent.(See column 2 line 
40 and column 6 line 65 and column 7 lines 5-15 and column 8 lines 30-65 and column 
9 lines 5-30 and column 16 lines 15-20). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made that the teachings of Duhon and 
Masuda can be applied in order to determine the average percentage of new credit card 
debt to total credit card debt. The benefit would have been for a credit card issuer to 
have these information available in order to determine the issuance of credit cards. 

As per claim 17-18, Duhon disclose receiving credit history data for a creditor. 
(Note abstract and column 2 lines 30-60 and column 6 lines 15-50). Duhon also 
disclose comparing an amount of new credit card debt to a total amount of credit card 
debt. (See column 9 lines 5-15 and column 15 line 20 and column 16 lines 20-25). 
Duhon does not explicitly teach issuing a credit card to the creditor based on the 
comparison of the amount of new credit card debt to the total amount of credit card 
debt. However Masuda disclose issuing a credit card to the creditor based on the 
comparison of the amount of new credit card debt to the total amount of credit card 
debt. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Duhon to include Masuda in order to 
analyzed an applicant previous credit information. The benefit would have been for an 
issuer to determine whether or not a credit should be granted. 

As per claim 19, Duhon disclose wherein the comparison of amount of new credit 
card debt to the total amount of credit card debt is performed over a predetermined 
number of months. (See column15 line 40-45). It would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that the teachings of Duhon 
and Masuda when applied can perform these functions in order to perform comparison 
of amount of new credit card debt to the total amount of credit card debt is performed 
over a predetermined number of months. The benefit would have been to determine if 
an applicant credit standard rating is above a certain level whereby the issuer can make 
a determination whether to issue a credit card to an applicant. 

As per claim 20, Duhon disclose wherein the comparison of the amount of new 
credit card debt to the total amount of credit card debt exceeds a first predetermined 
threshold and the comparison of the amount of relatively new credit card debt to the 
total amount of credit card debt exceeds a second predetermined threshold. (See 
column 1 5 lines 20). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Duhon to include Masuda in order to 
compare the amount of relatively new credit card debt to the total amount of credit card 
debt exceeds a second predetermined threshold. The benefit would have been to 
determine whether total new credit card debt exceeds a first criteria and to determine 
whether total new credit card debt exceeds a second criteria. 

As per claim 21-22, Duhon disclose receiving credit history data for a creditor. 
(Note abstract and column 2 lines 30-60 and column 6 lines 15-50). Duhon also 
disclose summing total monthly credit card debt for all credit cards issued to the creditor 
for a one month period, wherein the total monthly credit card debt is summed for each 
of a predetermined number of months; summing total monthly new credit card debt for 
all new credit cards issued to the creditor for a one month period, wherein the total 
monthly new credit card, debt is summed for each of the predetermined number of 
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months. (See column 9 lines 5-15 and column 15 line 20 and column 16 lines 20-25). 
Duhon also disclose calculating a monthly percentage of new credit card debt to total 
credit card debt for a one month period, wherein the monthly percentage of new credit 
card debt to total credit card debt is calculated for each of the predetermined number of 
months (See column 6 lines 55-65). Duhon also disclose calculating an average 
percentage of new credit card debt to total credit card debt over the predetermined 
number of months comparing the average percentage of new credit card debt to total 
credit card debt to a preset cutoff average percentage of new credit card debt to total 
credit card debt; and issuing a credit card to the creditor based on the comparison of the 
average new credit card debt to total credit card debt to a preset cutoff average 
percentage of new credit card debt to total credit card debt.(See column 2 line 40 and 
column 6 line 65 and column 7 lines 5-15 and column 8 lines 30-65 and column 9 lines 
5-30 and column 16 lines 15-20). Duhon does not explicitly teach the issuance of credit 
card. However Masuda disclose a plurality of cards with storage means which can be 
issued are stocked in the retail store which has the first system, each card has each first 
identification information of the card recorded in the storage means, when asked by a 
customer to buy goods with credit, the retail store assigns a certain card to the 
customer, and makes a contact with the second system which has information of and 
controls over purchases of goods by the said customer with credit, then inquire the 
credibility of the said customer, the second system investigates the credibility 
information of the customer, if the buying of the goods with credit is allowed, the second 
system transmits second identification information derived from the first identification 
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information to the first system and in response to the transmitted second identification 
information, the means for deriving second identification information in the first system 
derives information corresponding to the transmitted information, and the comparing 
means compares the derived information with the transmitted second identification 
information, if the compared second identification information agrees with each other, 
then the reading/writing means writes information indicating that the card can be issued 
on the card, allowing the card to be issued, if the compared identification information 
does not agree with each other, then information representing that the compared 
identification information does not agree with each other is indicated or displayed, and 
the issuance of the card is rejected. (See column 4 lines 45-65). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
teachings of Duhon to include Masuda in order analyze credit cards accounts with 
various status and calculate the balance and calculating the different balances over a 
period of months. The benefit would have been to identify teaser surfers with time series 
credit history. 

As per claim 23, Duhon does not explicitly teach wherein a new credit card is a 
credit card having been issued to the creditor for less than six months. However 
Masuda disclose a credit card system, wherein the card has recorded thereon an 
issuance expiration date, wherein the card reader is configured to read the issuance 
expiration date, and wherein the processor is configured to compare the issuance 
expiration date with a date on which the card is issued. (See column 8 line 15). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify the teachings of Duhon to include Masuda in order to calculate whether a new 
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credit card is a credit card having been issued to the creditor for less than six months. 
The benefit would have been to determine the length of time the card was issued. 

As per claim 24, Duhon does not explicitly teach wherein a new credit card is a 
credit card having been issued to the creditor for a period of time less than a preset 
time period for low interest teaser interest rates. However Masuda disclose a credit 
card system, wherein the card has recorded thereon an issuance expiration date, 
wherein the card reader is configured to read the issuance expiration date, and wherein 
the processor is configured to compare the issuance expiration date with a date on 
which the card is issued. (See column 8 line 15). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of 
Duhon to include Masuda in order to calculate whether a new credit card is a credit 
card having been issued to the creditor for a period of time less than a preset time 
period for low interest teaser interest rates. The benefit would have been to determine 
the length of time the card was issued. 

As per claim 25, Duhon does not explicitly teach wherein a relatively new credit 
card is a credit card having been issued to the creditor for less than twelve months. 
However Masuda disclose a credit card system, wherein the card has recorded 
thereon an issuance expiration date, wherein the card reader is configured to read the 
issuance expiration date, and wherein the processor is configured to compare the 
issuance expiration date with a date on which the card is issued. (See column 8 line 
15). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Duhon to include Masuda in order to 
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calculate whether a relatively new credit card is a credit card having been issued to 
the creditor for less than twelve months. The benefit would have been to determine 
the length of time the card was issued. 

As per claim 26, Duhon does not explicitly teach wherein a relatively new credit 
card is a credit card having been issued to the creditor for a period of time less than 
two preset time periods for low interest teaser interest rates. However Masuda 
disclose a credit card system, wherein the card has recorded thereon an issuance 
expiration date, wherein the card reader is configured to read the issuance expiration 
date, and wherein the processor is configured to compare the issuance expiration date 
with a date on which the card is issued. (See column 8 line 15). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the teachings of Duhon to include Masuda in order to calculate whether a relatively new 
credit card is a credit card having been issued to the creditor for a period of time less 
than two preset time periods for low interest teaser interest rates. The benefit would 
have been to determine the length of time the card was issued. 

As per claim 27, Duhon disclose wherein predetermined number of months is 
twelve months. (See column 15 line 45 and column 16 lines 15-20). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that 
the teachings of Duhon and Masuda can be applied in order to calculate the 
predetermined number of months. The would have been to determine the number of 
months pertains to credit history. 

As per claim 28, Duhon disclose wherein predetermined number of months is 
twelve months. (See column 15 line 45 and column 16 lines 15-20). It would have 
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been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that 
the teachings of Duhon and Masuda can be applied in order to calculate the 
predetermined number of months. The benefit would have been to determine the 
number of months as it pertains to credit history. 

As per claim 29-30, Duhon disclose wherein the preset cutoff average 
percentage of new credit card debt to total credit card debt is sixty-five percent. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
that comparing credit card debt is sixty five percent or eighty five percent.(See column 2 
line 40 and column 6 line 65 and column 7 lines 5-15 and column 8 lines 30-65 and 
column 9 lines 5-30 and column 16 lines 15-20). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that the teachings of Duhon 
and Masuda can be applied in order to determine the average percentage of new credit 
card debt to total credit card debt. The benefit would have been for a credit card issuer 
to have these information available in order to determine the issuance of credit cards. 

As per claim 31-32, Duhon disclose receiving credit history data for a creditor. 
(Note abstract and column 2 lines 30-60 and column 6 lines 15-50). Duhon also 
disclose summing total monthly credit card debt for all credit cards issued to the creditor 
for a one month period, wherein the total monthly credit card debt is summed for each 
of a predetermined number of months; summing total monthly new credit card debt for 
all new credit cards issued to the creditor for a one month period, wherein the total 
monthly new credit card, debt is summed for each of the predetermined number of 
months. (See column 9 lines 5-15 and column 15 line 20 and column 16 lines 20-25). 
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Duhon also disclose calculating a monthly percentage of new credit card debt to total 
credit card debt for a one month period, wherein the monthly percentage of new credit 
card debt to total credit card debt is calculated for each of the predetermined number of 
months (See column 6 lines 55-65). Duhon also disclose calculating an average 
percentage of new credit card debt to total credit card debt over the predetermined 
number of months comparing the average percentage of new credit card debt to total 
credit card debt to a preset cutoff average percentage of new credit card debt to total 
credit card debt; and issuing a credit card to the creditor based on the comparison of the 
average new credit card debt to total credit card debt to a preset cutoff average 
percentage of hew credit card debt to total credit card debt.(See column 2 line 40 and 
column 6 line 65 and column 7 lines 5-15 and column 8 lines 30-65 and column 9 lines 
5-30 and column 16 lines 15-20). Duhon does not explicitly teach the issuance of credit 
card. However Masuda disclose a plurality of cards with storage means which can be 
issued are stocked in the retail store which has the first system, each card has each first 
identification information of the card recorded in the storage means, when asked by a 
customer to buy goods with credit, the retail store assigns a certain card to the 
customer, and makes a contact with the second system which has information of and 
controls over purchases of goods by the said customer with credit, then inquire the 
credibility of the said customer, the second system investigates the credibility 
information of the customer, if the buying of the goods with credit is allowed, the second 
system transmits second identification information derived from the first identification 
information to the first system and in response to the transmitted second identification 
information, the means for deriving second identification information in the first system 
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derives information corresponding to the transmitted information, and the comparing 
means compares the derived information with the transmitted second identification 
information, if the compared second identification information agrees with each other, 
then the reading/writing means writes information indicating that the card can be issued 
on the card, allowing the card to be issued, if the compared identification information 
does not agree with each other, then information representing that the compared 
identification information does not agree with each other is indicated or displayed, and 
the issuance of the card is rejected. (See column 4 lines 45-65). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
teachings of Duhon to include Masuda in order analyze credit cards accounts with 
various status and calculate the balance and calculating the different balances over a 
period of months. The benefit would have been to identify teaser surfers with time series 
credit history. 

As per claim 33, Duhon does not explicitly teach wherein a relatively new credit 
card is a credit card having been issued to the creditor for less than twelve months and 
a credit card having been issued to the creditor for a period of time less than two preset 
time periods for low interest teaser interest rates. However Masuda disclose a credit 
card system, wherein the card has recorded thereon an issuance expiration date, 
wherein the card reader is configured to read the issuance expiration date, and wherein 
the processor is configured to compare the issuance expiration date with a date on 
which the card is issued. (See column 8 line 15). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of 
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Duhon to include Masuda in order to calculate whether a relatively new credit card is a 
credit card having been issued to the creditor for a period of time less than two preset 
time periods for low interest teaser interest rates and in order to calculate whether a 
relatively new credit card is a credit card having been issued to the creditor for less than 
twelve months. The benefit would have been to determine the length of time the card 
was issued. 

As per claim 34, Duhon does not explicitly teach wherein a new credit card is on 
of a credit card having been issued to the creditor for less than six months and a credit 
card having been issued to the creditor for a period of time less than a preset time 
period for low interest teaser interest rates. However Masuda disclose a credit card 
system, wherein the card has recorded thereon an issuance expiration date, wherein 
the card reader is configured to read the issuance expiration date, and wherein the 
processor is configured to compare the issuance expiration date with a date on which 
the card is issued. (See column 8 line 15). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of 
Duhon to include Masuda in order to calculate whether a new credit card is a credit 
card having been issued to the creditor for less than six months or calculate whether a 
new credit card is a credit card having been issued to the creditor for a period of time 
less than a preset time period for low interest teaser interest rates. The benefit would 
have been to determine the length of time the card was issued. 

As per claim 35, Dunhon disclose, wherein predetermined number of months is 
one of twelve months and twenty-four months. (See column 1 5 line 45 and column 16 
lines 1 5-20). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
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the invention was made that the teachings of Duhon and Masuda when applied could 
have perform the calculation in order to determine the predetermined number of 
months. The benefit would have been to determine the number of months as it 
pertains to credit history. 

As per claim 36, Duhon disclose wherein the preset cutoff average percentage of 
new credit card debt to total credit card debt is sixty-five percent. It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that 
comparing credit card debt is sixty five percent or eighty five percent.(See column 2 line 
40 and column 6 line 65 and column 7 lines 5-15 and column 8 lines 30-65 and column 
9 lines 5-30 and column 16 lines 15-20). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made that the teachings of Duhon and 
Masuda can be applied in order to determine the average percentage of new credit card 
debt to total credit card debt. The benefit would have been for a credit card issuer to 
have these information available in order to determine the issuance of credit cards. 

As per claim 37-38, Duhon disclose receiving credit history data for a creditor. 
(Note abstract and column 2 lines 30-60 and column 6 lines 15-50). Duhon also 
disclose comparing an amount of new credit card debt to a total amount of credit card 
debt. (See column 9 lines 5-15 and column 15 line 20 and column 16 lines 20-25). 
Duhon does not explicitly teach issuing a credit card to the creditor based on the 
comparison of the amount of new credit card debt to the total amount of credit card 
debt. However Masuda disclose issuing a credit card to the creditor based on the 
comparison of the amount of new credit card debt to the total amount of credit card 
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debt. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the teachings of Duhon to include Masuda in order to 
analyzed an applicant previous credit information. The benefit would have been for an 
issuer to determine whether or not a credit should be granted. 

As per claim 39, Duhon disclose wherein the comparison of amount of new credit 
card debt to the total amount of credit card debt is performed over a predetermined 
number of months. (See column15 line 40-45). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made that the teachings of Duhon 
and Masuda when applied can perform these functions in order for comparison of 
amount of new credit card debt to the total amount of credit card debt is performed over 
a predetermined number of months. The benefit would have been to determine if an 
applicant credit standard rating is above a certain level whereby the issuer can make a 
determination whether to issue a credit card to an applicant. 

As per claim 40, Duhon disclose wherein the comparison of the amount of new 
credit card debt to the total amount of credit card debt exceeds a first predetermined 
threshold and the comparison of the amount of relatively new credit card debt to the 
total amount of credit card debt exceeds a second predetermined threshold. (See 
column 15 lines 20). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
the invention was made to modify the teachings of Duhon to include Masuda in order to 
compare the amount of relatively new credit card debt to the total amount of credit card 
debt exceeds a second predetermined threshold. The benefit would have been to 
determine whether total new credit card debt exceeds a first criteria and to determine 
whether total new credit card debt exceeds a second criteria. 
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As per claim 41-42, Duhon disclose receiving credit history data for a creditor. 
(Note abstract and column 2 lines 30-60 and column 6 lines 15-50). Duhon also 
disclose summing total monthly credit card debt for all credit cards issued to the creditor 
for a one month period, wherein the total monthly credit card debt is summed for each 
of a predetermined number of months; summing total monthly new credit card debt for 
all new credit cards issued to the creditor for a one month period, wherein the total 
monthly new credit card, debt is summed for each of the predetermined number of 
months. (See column 9 lines 5-15 and column 15 line 20 and column 16 lines 20-25). 
Duhon also disclose calculating a monthly percentage of new credit card debt to total 
credit card debt for a one month period, wherein the monthly percentage of new credit 
card debt to total credit card debt is calculated for each of the predetermined number of 
months (See column 6 lines 55-65). Duhon also disclose calculating an average 
percentage of new credit card debt to total credit card debt over the predetermined 
number of months comparing the average percentage of new credit card debt to total 
credit card debt to a preset cutoff average percentage of new credit card debt to total 
credit card debt; and issuing a credit card to the creditor based on the comparison of the 
average new credit card debt to total credit card debt to a preset cutoff average 
percentage of new credit card debt to total credit card debt.(See column 2 line 40 and 
column 6 line 65 and column 7 lines 5-15 and column 8 lines 30-65 and column 9 lines 
5-30 and column 16 lines 15-20). Duhon does not explicitly teach the issuance of credit 
card. However Masuda disclose a plurality of cards with storage means which can be 
issued are stocked in the retail store which has the first system, each card has each first 
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identification information of the card recorded in the storage means, when asked by a 
customer to buy goods with credit, the retail store assigns a certain card to the 
customer, and makes a contact with the second system which has information of and 
controls over purchases of goods by the said customer with credit, then inquire the 
credibility of the said customer, the second system investigates the credibility 
information of the customer, if the buying of the goods with credit is allowed, the second 
system transmits second identification information derived from the first identification 
information to the first system and in response to the transmitted second identification 
information, the means for deriving second identification information in the first system 
derives information corresponding to the transmitted information, and the comparing 
means compares the derived information with the transmitted second identification 
information, if the compared second identification information agrees with each other, 
then the reading/writing means writes information indicating that the card can be issued 
on the card, allowing the card to be issued, if the compared identification information 
does not agree with each other, then information representing that the compared 
identification information does not agree with each other is indicated or displayed, and 
the issuance of the card is rejected. (See column 4 lines 45-65). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
teachings of Duhon to include Masuda in order analyze credit cards accounts with 
various status and calculate the balance and calculating the different balances over a 
period of months. The benefit would have been to identify teaser surfers with time series 
credit history. 

As per claim 43, Duhon disclose receiving credit history data for a creditor. (Note 



Application/Control Number: 09/505,031 
Art Unit: 3628 



Page 25 



abstract and column 2 lines 30-60 and column 6 lines 15-50). Duhon also disclose 
summing total monthly credit card debt for all credit cards issued to the creditor for a 
one month period, wherein the total monthly credit card debt is summed for each of a 
predetermined number of months; summing total monthly new credit card debt for all 
new credit cards issued to the creditor for a one month period, wherein the total monthly 
new credit card, debt is summed for each of the predetermined number of months. (See 
column 9 lines 5-15 and column 15 line 20 and column 16 lines 20-25). Duhon also 
disclose calculating a monthly percentage of new credit card debt to total credit card 
debt for a one month period, wherein the monthly percentage of new credit card debt to 
total credit card debt is calculated for each of the predetermined number of months (See 
column 6 lines 55-65). Duhon also disclose calculating an average percentage of new 
credit card debt to total credit card debt over the predetermined number of months 
comparing the average percentage of new credit card debt to total credit card debt to a 
preset cutoff average percentage of new credit card debt to total credit card debt; and 
issuing a credit card to the creditor based on the comparison of the average new credit 
card debt to total credit card debt to a preset cutoff average percentage of new credit 
card debt to total credit card debt.(See column 2 line 40 and column 6 line 65 and 
column 7 lines 5-15 and column 8 lines 30-65 and column 9 lines 5-30 and column 16 
lines 15-20). Duhon does not explicitly teach the issuance of credit card. However 
Masuda disclose a plurality of cards with storage means which can be issued are 
stocked in the retail store which has the first system, each card has each first 
identification information of the card recorded in the storage means, when asked by a 
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customer to buy goods with credit, the retail store assigns a certain card to the 
customer, and makes a contact with the second system which has information of and 
controls over purchases of goods by the said customer with credit, then inquire the 
credibility of the said customer, the second system investigates the credibility 
information of the customer, if the buying of the goods with credit is allowed, the second 
system transmits second identification information derived from the first identification 
information to the first system and in response to the transmitted second identification 
information, the means for deriving second identification information in the first system 
derives information corresponding to the transmitted information, and the comparing 
means compares the derived information with the transmitted second identification 
information, if the compared second identification information agrees with each other, 
then the reading/writing means writes information indicating that the card can be issued 
on the card, allowing the card to be issued, if the compared identification information 
does not agree with each other, then information representing that the compared 
identification information does not agree with each other is indicated or displayed, and 
the issuance of the card is rejected. (See column 4 lines 45-65). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
teachings of Duhon to include Masuda in order analyze credit cards accounts with 
various status and calculate the balance and calculating the different balances over a 
period of months. The benefit would have been to identify teaser surfers with time series 
credit history. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
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Applicants disclosure. 

Campbell(US Patent 6,487,284 ) teaches card telephone with speed dialing. 

Lent et al (US Patent , 6,405,181 ) teaches method and apparatus for real time on line 

credit approvial. 

Walker et al(US Patent 6,374,230) teaches method apparatus and program for 
customizing credit accounts. 

Bissonette et al (US Patent 6,343,279) teaches system integrating credit card 
transactions into a financial management system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clement B Graham whose telephone number is 703- 
305-1874. The examiner can normally be reached on 7am to 5pm. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Soung can be reached on 703-308-0505. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-0040 for 
regular communications and 703-305-0040 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900 




